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Midnight Marauders
RACCOONS AND BEARS ARE PART OF THE NATURAL

environment and therefore become part of the camping
experience. It’s not the fault of these animals that they raid packs
and steal food. Raccoons and bears are opportunistic omnivores
that will eat anything you may eat. They are foragers by nature
and unwary campers often prove to be bountiful suppliers of tasty
food.

Some campers at Frontenac have had to cut their trips short
because “the darn raccoons stole all the food”. It is much easier to
ensure that nothing gets its paws into your food by keeping your
campsite clean and hanging your food packs high in a tree. We
now have cabling at campsite clusters 3 and 9, to hang packs.

For proper bear proofing, place all food and toiletries into a pack
and hoist it up into a tree, away from the vicinity of your
campsite, along with your garbage bag. The ideal setup is a length
of rope slung over a strong tree limb so that the pack is no closer
than 4 metres to the ground, 1.5 m down from the limb and 2 m
from the tree trunk. Any less than these dimensions and you have
merely made a piñata for a hungry bear or raccoon. Advise Park
staff of all bear encounters.

Other steps to bear and raccoon proof your site are to pour your
dishwater down the privy (if you scatter it in the bushes, the
odours will attract animals and insects), and clean fish on an
island or down the shore at least 300 m away from your campsite.

If you do all these things you will greatly reduce the chance of
having an unwanted furry visitor “sharing” your food and keeping
you and your neighbours awake all night. 

Lumbering In Frontenac Park
LUMBER HISTORICALLY

has been an extremely
valuable commodity.  In the early
1800s, Napoleon had blockaded
the Baltic states of northern
Europe, causing Britain to turn to
one of its colonies, which we now
call Canada, for wood.  The
Frontenac Park area, along with
much of southern Ontario, was
influenced first by Britain’s need
for lumber, and later by demand
from the colonies in the United
States.  

In early North America, a general
lack of roads made flowing rivers
the transportation lifeblood of the
continent.  The St. Lawrence,
Ottawa and other rivers brought
rafts of square timber to Quebec
City where they were then loaded
on sailing ships bound for
England.  Without many suitable
rivers in the area that is now
Frontenac Park region, it took the
completion of the Rideau Canal in
1832 to fully open the area to
logging. This provided a way to
bring the logs either north to
Ottawa (originally called Bytown)
or south to Kingston. 

The region around Frontenac Park
had its own lumber barons of sort,
but on a much smaller scale than
that of the Ottawa River
watershed. The main
entrepreneurs were the Tetts
(Benjamin and later his sons John
Poole and Benjamin Jr.) and the
Chaffey brothers (George,
William and John). Both families
at times were partners and
competitors. The Tetts operated

the mill at Bedford Mills
northeast of the Park, where the
water of Devil Lake plunges into
Loon Lake, which connects with
Newboro Lake and then to the
Rideau Canal. The Chaffeys had
their mill on the Mississauga
Creek east of the Park, draining
Buck Lake.

Logs cut north of Big Salmon
Lake had relatively easy access to
Devil Lake
and
therefore
often
made their
way to
Bedford
Mills. A
spring log drive was
possible within the
Park using a system
of dams. The logs
floated from Big
Salmon to Little
Salmon Lake then
through Moulton
Gorge, into Birch Lake
and finally to Devil Lake. The
Tetts ran their own lumber
shanties, but they also purchased
many logs from the local
residents helping many settlers
supplement their livelihood.
Logs from the Slide Lake area
were simply moved into Buck
Lake and then to the Chaffeys’
mill.

Although some square timber
probably came from within the
Park, the main production was
sawed lumber. The Tetts never
sent lumber up the Rideau, but

rather sent it south to Garden
Island (near Wolfe Island across
from Kingston) where it was
forwarded mainly to the United
States or sometimes to Quebec
City.

There were other smaller players
in the lumber trade associated
with the history of the Park.
Richard Cartwright, an important
business man in Kingston,

contracted local residents to
supply him with

cordwood for
resale. The
Wilson family

ran a successful
business logging

the Birch Lake
area, while

providing work for
many settlers. For
many years, Jeremiah
Page operated a

sawmill in the Park,
just west of where

Campsite 7 is located
today. There were also
portable sawmills

working in the Park,
mainly at Birch Lake,

Arab Lake and Shingle
Point on Big Salmon

Lake.
The golden age of logging in the
Park ranged from around 1832 to
1900.  The Tetts stopped logging
within the Park by 1920, but
small scale logging continued into
the 1940s.

Although nearly all the area that
now comprises Frontenac
Provincial Park was at one time

used in the logging industry, not
much historical evidence is left of
that era. Visitors can see a few
remnants of the MacLean lumber
shanty (from around 1940) on the
Hemlock Trail, as well as a few
large stumps scattered throughout
the Park.  However, the effects of
that bygone lumbering era are still

felt today.  Fires associated with
logging burned over large
sections of the now Park, and
without tree cover to hold the thin
soil, extensive erosion occurred,
which can still be seen on many
exposed rock ridges in the Park,
especially in the southern half.

The White Pine were the first trees to be taken
out of the area, then later Hemlock and
hardwoods.

Transporting firewood can destroy our parks.  
Please read this.

If you bring your own firewood from home, you could spread insect and plant diseases that 
threaten the health of our forests. The emerald ash borer, an insect known for destroying ash 
trees, is of significant concern because it has been detected in a variety of locations in Ontario.  
The emerald ash borer is a recent arrival to Canada and has no natural controls here.  We need to 
make sure these insects do not cause significant damage to our parks. How can you help?
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Prepare
and be aware

at your campsite.

When enjoying Ontario’s campsites, lakes, forests and hiking trails, it’s wise to
remember that you are in the natural habitat of black bears. To avoid conflicts
with bears, remember to:
� Never feed or approach a bear.
� Never cook, eat or store any food, cooking gear or toiletries in your tent – reduce

or eliminate food odours by keeping your campsite clean.
� Store food and garbage, including your pet’s food, so that bears can not reach it –

in the trunk of your car or hanging at least 4 metres (13 feet) above the ground.
� Use bear resistant waste containers where available – pack out all garbage from

the backcountry.

For bear emergencies, call:
(Insert park bear emergency phone number and/or local police/911. Insert one or more numbers as is appropriate for
local needs. In smaller print and below the emergency numbers, always include the Bear Reporting Line info as follows;)

For more information, you can also contact the Bear Reporting Line at:
1 866 514-2327 or TTY 705-945-7641.

ontario.ca/bearwise
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The Park Office (613) 376-3489 or Ontario Provincial Police 911

By
Jerome McDuff


